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Natural marvels
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(1) Po Pin Chau Thelisland’s hexagonal rock columns stand out among the world'’s
higgest. The island, formed entirely of compacted volcanic ash, dates back 140

million years
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(2) Ping/Chau Formed from the city's

Youngestsedimentary Fock, the pretty

island boastsrock stacks, rock
platforms and steep cliffs
SCMP GRAPHIC

¢
‘

(3) Double HaV
~ Hong Kong's
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|

en Known amor.lg.hikers as
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lake-like waters
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island cluster include
with girths ef upto three metres

s, ‘:‘

() Tai Long wan Thefo
lagoons and the lop
Kong, provige unre
South china Sea

urbays, home to

stricted views of the

(6)Wang Chatl
Kok Arch The
higgest seaarch

| in Hong Kong

! waters, itis
more than20
metres talland
close to10

- -
= metres wide
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(7) Sharp Peak Nicknamed

because of jts shape,
from which to watch

| (8) Lion Rock 51
" chaped peakiis visibl

\

“Hong Kong's Mt Fuji?”
the crestis a popularspot

the sunrise

istinctivelion-
5 metres tall, the distin c
g e/from m’arw parts of the u

Dramatic
rockscape
tops public’s
scenic spots

TiffanyLtam :

Not many people may have heard of
Po Pin Chau or Double Haven, but
they should, said local conservation
groups, because these scenic spots
rankamong the mostbreathtaking in
Hong Kong. !

City folks were encouraged to take
a walk on the wild side as the results
of a public vote on the Eight Geo
Wonders of Hong Kong were
announced,

Po Pin Chau in Sai Kung took top
honours, with Tai Po’s Ping Chauand
Double Haven - “Hong Kong's Little
Guilin”-comingin second and third.

Thirteen thousand ballots were
castin the two-week contestaimed at
raising awareness about geological
conservation, organised by the Asso-
ciation for Geoconservation and
Friends of the Country Parks,

Winner Po Pin Chau is a striking
accordion-shaped island consisting
of compressed volcanic ash that
dates back 140 million years. It was
severed from the Sai Kung Peninsula
by consistently choppy waves, and
boasts dramatic precipices of up to
200 metres, the association said.

At 65 million years old, Ping Chau
at Mirs Bay, Tai Po, is the city’s youn-
gest rock mass formed by wave-de-
posited sediments.

Second runner-up Double Ha-
ven's tranquil waters have led hikers
to hail it as the local version of Guilin

(#4%), a mainland city known for its
stunning scenery.

Theeightsites also include coastal
stunners Ninepin Group, Tai Long
Wan and Wang Chau Kok Arch, as
well as the prominent Sharp Peak
and Lion Rock.

Five of the eight winners are in Sai
Kung, while four are proposed spots
for the geopark project outlined in
this year's policy address.

Secretary for the Environment
Edward Yau Tang-wah said the city
should "not only conserve, but also
construct”. He said geoparks could
boost tourism and scientific studies,
and become landmarks,

But association chairman Young
Ng Chun-yeong said neither the
geoparks nor the eight selected won-
ders should be marketed as tourist
hotspots.

“Hong Kong does not need to de-
pend on geoparks to boost tourism,”
he said. “The government should
conserve geological features instead
of developing infrastructure there,
like hotels and piers.” :

Mr Ng, a participant in geopark
development talks, said the govern-
ment would be submitting national
geopark applications to Beijing’s
land ministry by September, and to
the UN heritage body Unesco by
2010.

Geopark facilities should be open
to the public by May or June, he
added.
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